DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

with a carefully acquired reputation for accuracy, to put a story
about that isn't true?5

A flood of excuses. I was tired and sore and listened to them
impatiently. It is extremely difficult to put misinformation over
on me, but if anybody wants to make an enemy of me for life he
only has to do it, successfully, once. Now it was already dark, and
I wanted to get back to Prague, at least six hours away, in time to
telephone an account of what I had seen. 'Come on, let's go/ I
said, 'but as you induced me, by appealing to my compassion, to
make this long and arduous journey, at least find me, in Czech-
ville, a car that will take me quickly and cheaply back to Prague
in time to telephone to London.3

Oh yes, she said, of course, of course. The very car in which
we travelled, which belonged to a member of the Jewish com-
munity, would take me back, and his son would drive it.

Two hours more on the road, and we were in Czechville. If
we had a clear run, I thought, we could make Prague by mid-
night. But suddenly there was a hitch. The young driver asked
me to wait in a coffee house; he must go and ask father. After
half an hour he reappeared. He was sorry, but father had for-
bidden him to drive to Prague. But he had a friend, who would
do it. Here was the friend.

Another young man presented himself, bowing. He was not
sure whether he could do it, he said. First, the cost. It would
cost 700 crowns. Good, said I, let's go. But no, he must first go
and ask father. He went. Then came the first father. I would
understand that he could not allow his son, a young man who had
an exhausting day behind him, at this hour to drive to Prague.
But he would certainly arrange for a car to take me. It would
be expensive, but after all I was travelling not at my own cost;
my firm would pay.

'Sir,' said I, 'who pays is my business. I came here at the urgent
appeal of the Jewish community in Czechville to see Jewish
fugitives and to do what I could to make their sufferings known and
get them alleviated. Now all I want is a car that will take me at a
reasonable,price and quickly to Prague, so that I can telephone
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